
COMREPORT (ODB-Ocella One Click Agenda/Officer report)  

BRECKLAND COUNCIL - PLANNING COMMITTEE – 2nd September 2019 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Confirm Order 

 
REF NO:  TPO 2019 no.05 CASE OFFICER Hugh Coggles 

LOCATION: Street Farm House 
Market Place 
Kenninghall 
Norfolk NR16 2AH 

 
APPLICANT: 
Julie 
Branford 

 
PROPOSAL: Allow TPO to Lapse 

 

APPNTYPE: N/A 
POLICY: 

ALLOCATION: N 

CONSAREA: Y 

LB GRADE: N 
TPO: Y 

 
 
 
1. REASON FOR COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION 

 
1.1 Formal Objection to serving of TPO 2019 no.5 

 
2. KEY ISSUES 

 
2.1 Toxicity of the tree – Concerns that young child will eat leaves, bark and seeds. 
2.2 Damage to adjacent wall. 
2.3 No other trees within the Conservation Area are subject to TPO, other trees contribute to 

the character of the village more. 

 
3. SITE AND LOCATION 

 
3.1 Street Farm House, Market Place, Kenninghall. NR16 2AH.  603731 286102 

 
4. EIA REQUIRED 

 
4.1 No 

 
5. RELEVANT SITE HISTORY 

 
5.1 29th March 2019 Street Farm House sold to current owners (source land registry) 
5.2 3rd April  2019 section 211 notice received for the felling of the Yew tree and 1 laurel shrub 
5.3 9th May TPO served on Yew.  No objection to the removal of the laurel. 

 
 

6. POLICYCONSIDERATIONS 
 
6.1 The following policies of the adopted Breckland Core Strategy and Development Control Policies 

and the adopted Site Specific Policies and Proposals Document, including the Proposals Maps, 
have been taken into consideration in the determination of this application. The provisions of 
the National Planning Policy Framework and National Planning Policy Guidance have also been 
taken into account, where appropriate. 
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CP.10  Natural Environment 
 
DC.12  Trees and Landscape 

 
 
7. CONSULTATIONS 

 
Parish Council - No comments received  

Ward Representative - No comments received 

8. REPRESENTATIONS 

8.1 A letter of objection dated 5th June was received from Mrs Julie Bramford objecting to the serving of the 

TPO.                            

8.2 9. ASSESSMENT 

 
9.1 26th April 2019, site visit undertaken by HC to assess both the Laurel Shrub and the Yew Tree following 

the receipt of a section 211 notice for removal of both.  
 
9.2 Tree Evaluation Method for Preservation Order (TEMPO) assessment undertaken by HC. The Yew tree 

achieved a score of 16+ which means that it definitely merits a TPO.   
 
9.7 Key points raised by Mrs Branford in her objection (shown in BOLD) 
 

 Toxicity of the tree – Concerns that young child will eat leaves, bark and seeds 
Comment: It is recognised that Yew berries are poisonous.  Cases of poisoning are rare and it is 
considered, that given the position of the tree it would be very easy to create a barrier to prevent 
access to the tree if young children were to be left unsupervised. 
 

 Damage to adjacent retaining wall. 
Comment; There is clearly damage to the adjacent wall with evidence of poor quality repairs 
having been undertaken over the years.  Currently there is no evidence that failure of the wall is 
imminent or that further repairs cannot be undertaken. 
 

 No other trees within the Conservation Area are subject to TPO, other trees contribute to 
the character of the village more 
Comment: All trees within the Conservation Area with a stem diameter greater than 75mm at 
1.5m are protected.  Anyone wishing to work on or remove a tree within the Conservation Area is 
required to submit a 211 notice describing the work that they intend to undertake. The Council 
then has 6 weeks to either state that they have no objection to the work, or to prevent it by 
serving a TPO. Undertaking work without going through this process is an offence under the 
Town and Country Planning Act.  There clearly are other trees within the Kenninghall 
Conservation Area which would be suitable for a TPO, and if a 211 notice were to be submitted 
which the council considered would be harmful to the amenity of the area then a TPO would be 
served.  To date there has not be any requirement to serve a TPO on other trees within the 
Kenninghall Conservation Area. 
 
Amenity is not defined in law, so authorities need to exercise judgement.  Guidance for local 
authorities is that the trees, or at least part of them, should normally be visible from a public 
place such as a road or footpath and that orders should be used to protect selected trees and 
woodlands if their removal would have a significant negative impact on the local environment 
and its enjoyment by the public.  The Yew Tree is clearly visible and is considered to make a 
significant contribution to the amenity of the locality 



COMREPORT (ODB-Ocella One Click Agenda/Officer report)  

 
10.       CONCLUSION 

 
10.1 The Local Planning Authority would like to make it clear that the Tree Preservation Order is intended to 

maintain the amenity afforded to the public by trees and recognises that reasonable pruning, and 
sometimes felling, with consent is often necessary to achieve long term sustainability of trees. The TPO 
should therefore be seen as a requirement for consultation rather than a blanket prohibition. 
 

10.2 The order does not prevent the owners from using a contractor of their choice. It does enable the 
Council to have some control over the work which is undertaken and the powers to condition that work is 
completed to a high standard and in accordance with current best practice.   

 
11.       RECOMMENDATION 

 
11.1 Confirm the order it the current form with no alterations.
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